
How can 
we tell which 

string is 
longer...

We can just 
hold them up next 
to each other, like 

this.
The red 

string is a little 
longer than the 

yellow one.

Great! 
Let's make it 
a little more 
challenging. 

How can you find out 
which string is longer?...and a 

green string 
to this wall.

| attached a 
blue string to 

that wall...

...the red one, 
or the yellow 

one?

How?
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We can compare 
both strings to 

something 
else. 

We can 
use this red 

string to compare 
the green string 

and the blue string.

The green 
string is a little 
shorter than the 

red string. 

The blue string is 
a little longer than 

the red string.

So, the blue 
string is longer 
than the green 

one.

Great 
work.

Good 
idea!

We can 
compare two strings 
by comparing them 
both to something 

else.
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There is a string 
in each of these 
matching boxes.

Grogg and 
Lizzie, take this 
box to that side 

of the room. 

Let's make 
this even 
trickier.

Winnie and Alex, 
take this box to the 

other side.

Your goal is 
to figure out 

which string is 
longer... ...without 

crossing the 
room.

How 
could they 

do it?
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Can we 
throw stuff 
across the 

room? Nope.

You 
already have 
everything you 
need with you.

There must 
be something 
we can use to 
compare them.

They look 
about the same 

from here.

Our 
string 
is 10 

hands 
long!

Your string 
is way longer 
than ours.

Whoa! 

How about 
our hands? 
Our string 
is 3 hands 

long.

What's 
wrong with 

this?
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